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DETAILED ACTION 

This action in response to Amendment filed April 5, 2004. 
Claims 1-33 are pending in the application. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill In the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

Claims 1-3, 7, 9-16, 18-19, 21-25, 27-31, 33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Ogawa et al. (US Patent 5608874) in view of 
Alam et al. (US Patent 6336124). 

In regards to claim 1, Ogawa discloses a data structure for communicating 
sophisticated information, said data structure being downloadable from a server 
to a receiving computer over a network, wherein the sophisticated information is 
generated by a software application and sent to the server as a source file by a 
sending computer over the network, said data structure comprising: 

• A translated data portion storing the sophisticated information contained in 

the source file as a translated data file (col 10 lines 23-26). 
Ogawa, however, fails to disclose allowing the selection of user-defined 
intelligible formats of the sophisticated information using both a computer that 
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has software suited to interrogating sophisticated infornnation and a computer 
that is devoid of software suited to interrogating sophisticated information. 

Alam discloses a system of data conversion that contains this limitation. 
Alam teaches that the translated file can be wrapped in a Java script which 
allows a user to access a listing of suitable output formats for the information, 
thus allowing a user to use both a computer that has software suited to 
interrogating sophisticated information and a computer that is devoid of software 
suited to interrogating sophisticated information which in turn allows users 
without expensive software packages to access sophisticated data (col 20 lines 
42-55). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify 
Ogawa to include allowing the selection of user-defined intelligible formats of the 
sophisticated information using both a computer that has software suited to 
interrogating sophisticated information and a computer that is devoid of software 
suited to interrogating sophisticated information as taught by Alam to allow users 
without expensive software packages to access sophisticated data. 



In regards to claim 2, Ogawa discloses the translated data file contains 
sophisticated information generated from any of a plurality of software 
applications, each having a unique source file format (numerous types of files are 
listed, col 8 line 55 - col 9 line 1 ). 
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In regards to claim 3, Ogawa discloses a translated data portion, but lacks 
the self extracting file format. 

Alam, as seen above in the discussion of claim 1 , includes a Java script 
attached to the translated file which is used for self extracting (col 20 lines 42- 
55). Alam teaches this feature is beneficial to allow recipients of the translated 
file to conveniently self-extract the file, and then view the file on their computer 
without the need of a separate utility program. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify 
Ogawa as taught by Alam to include a self-extracting file format to allow 
recipients of the translated file to conveniently self-extract the file, and then view 
the file on their computer without the need of a separate utility program. 

In regards to claim 7, Ogawa discloses the translated data portion 
contains unintelligible data (the translated data file is in an unintelligible format 
readable only by the translation program, col 5 lines 26-32). 

In regards to claim 9, Ogawa discloses the translated data is unintelligible 
data and wherein the machine instructions provided in said data accessing 
portion are capable of generating user defined, intelligible formats of the 
sophisticated information on the receiving computer having resident in its random 
access memory machine instructions originating from software code consisting 
essentially of operating system software code (a program of essentially operating 
system code is used to carry out the processes that occur at the main processing 
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station, col 14 lines 30-32, the program utilizes a Preprocessor being able to 
generate a user defined data file, col 16 lines 18-30). 



In regards to claim 10, Ogawa discloses a means for protecting the 
sophisticated information including storing said translated data into a user- 
identifying file format whereby user authorization is required at the receiving 
computer before allowing the user to select said user-defined intelligible formats 
of the sophisticated information (in one embodiment, a valid log in is required to 
access the files, col 1 3 lines 33-40). 



In regards to claim 11, Ogawa discloses a means for protecting the 
sophisticated information including storing said translated data into a user- 
identifying file format whereby user authorization is required at the receiving 
computer before allowing the user to select said user-defined intelligible formats 
of the sophisticated information (in one embodiment, a valid log in is required to 
access the files, col 13 lines 33-40). 



In regards to claim 12, Ogawa discloses a method for providing 
information to a recipient over a computer network, the information being 
generated and stored in a source file by a sender residing on a sending computer 
wherein a software application is needed to interrogate the information stored in 
the source file, the sending computer being connected to a server over the 
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network and the recipient computer being connected to the server for access to 
data stored on the server, said method comprising the steps of: 

• Communicating a request for the delivery of the information to the 
recipient including the step of sending the source file from the sending 
computer to the server over the network (a set of data is sent to a main 
processing section, or server. Fig 1, col 8 lines 50-52). 

• Processing the source file at the server for access to the information by 
the recipient, including the steps of: translating the source file into a 
translated file, and providing with the translated file a means for accessing 
the translated file in a user intelligible format so as to permit the recipient 
to interrogate the information without the use of a separate software 
application (the file is translated and moved to outgoing data to be sent to 
the recipient, col 10 lines 23-26, the recipient, utilizing the same software 
program as the sender, can translate the file further into a usable format, 
col 10 lines 38-42). 

• Providing the translated data and means for accessing the information in a 
user intelligible format for access by the recipient (the file is sent to the 
recipient in a format for further translation by the application running on 
the clients computer, col 10 lines 38-42). 

Ogawa, however, fails to disclose allowing the selection of user-defined 
intelligible formats of the sophisficated information using both a computer that 
has software suited to interrogating sophisficated information and a computer 
that is devoid of software suited to interrogating sophisficated information. 
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Alam discloses a system of data conversion that contains this limitation. 
Alam teaches that the translated file can be wrapped in a Java script which 
allows a user to access a listing of suitable output formats for the information, 
thus allowing a user to use both a computer that has software suited to 
interrogating sophisticated information and a computer that is devoid of software 
suited to interrogating sophisticated information which in turn allows users 
without expensive software packages to access sophisticated data (col 20 lines 
42-55). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify 
Ogawa to include allowing the selection of user-defined intelligible formats of the 
sophisticated information using both a computer that has software suited to 
interrogating sophisticated information and a computer that is devoid of software 
suited to interrogating sophisticated information as taught by Alam to allow users 
without expensive software packages to access sophisticated data. 

In regards to claim 13, Ogawa discloses the communicating a request for 
delivery step further includes sending a network address of the intended recipient 
to the server and sending a message to the server for delivery to the recipient 
(the sender can specify a destination address to the file, col 10 lines 57-60). 

In regards to claim 14, Ogawa discloses the communicating a request for 
delivery step further includes specifying a security protocol defining recipient 
access rights to the data stored in the source file and wherein said processing 
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the source file step further includes the step of protecting the translated file by 
wrapping the translated file into a file format requiring recipient identification 
before granting the recipient access to at least a portion of the translated file (In 
one embodiment of Ogawa, validation is determined to be required by the sender 
before wrapping the file for sending, in order for the recipient to access the file 
the recipient needs a valid log-in and password, col 13 lines 14-31, the provider 
can automatically or manually require entry of a log-in, col 13 lines 36-37). 

In regards to claim 15, Ogawa discloses the providing the translated data 
and means for accessing the information step further includes prompting the 
recipient for a password for access to the translated file (in one embodiment, a 
valid log in with a password is required to access the files, col 13 lines 33-40). 

In regards to claim 16, Ogawa discloses the providing the translated data 
and means for accessing the information step includes establishing a 
communication link with the recipient computer for download of the translated 
data from the server to the recipient computer over the Internet (the network may 
be the internet, col 1 1 lines 51 -55). 

In regards to claim 18, Ogawa discloses the source file includes 
sophisticated information (the file can include a variety of formats of sophisticated 
information, col 8 line 55 - col 9 line 1 ). 
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In regards to claim 19, Ogawa discloses the translating the source file step 
further includes storing the information contained in the source file into a non- 
modifiable file format (the source file is converted to a MidFormat file, col 10 lines 
23-26, and Ogawa defines the MidFormat file as a translated data file for later 
translation, but the file itself is non-modified as it is translated into a new file type, 
col 5 lines 26-32). 



In regards to claim 21 , Ogawa discloses a method for communicating to a 
supplier a request for response from a specifier, said method comprising the 
steps of: 

• Providing a network server including means for data storage, means for 
receiving data transmitted over the network from the specifier, means for 
processing specifier data and means for allowing the supplier to access 
the specifier data, the providing a network server step further including the 
step of providing with the means for receiving data a secure network 
communication link between the specifier and network server to limit 
unauthorized access to the specifier data (Fig 1 item 20, col 5 lines 4-20). 

• Receiving the request for response over the secure network 
communication link, the request for response including data stored in a 
source file on the specifier computer wherein the source file originates 
from any of a plurality of specifier preferred software applications (col 10 
lines 14-17). 
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• Processing the specifier data, including the steps of translating the 
specifier data into a translated file, and packaging the translated file 
including providing a means for accessing the translated file in a user 
intelligible format so as to permit the supplier to interrogate the information 
without the use of a separate software application (col 10 lines 23-26). 

• Notifying the supplier of the request for response (the supplier is notified of 
the file by it's appearance in the clients receiving mail box, col 6 lines 31- 
34). 

• If the request for response is accepted, providing the accepting supplier 
with access to the translated data (col 10 lines 38-42). 

Ogawa, however, fails to disclose allowing the selection of user-defined 
intelligible formats of the sophisticated information using both a computer that 
has software suited to interrogating sophisticated information and a computer 
that is devoid of software suited to interrogating sophisticated information. 

Alam discloses a system of data conversion that contains this limitation. 
Alam teaches that the translated file can be wrapped in a Java script which 
allows a user to access a listing of suitable output formats for the information, 
thus allowing a user to use both a computer that has software suited to 
interrogating sophisticated information and a computer that is devoid of software 
suited to interrogating sophisticated information which in turn allows users 
without expensive software packages to access sophisticated data (col 20 lines 
42-55). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify 
Ogawa to include allowing the selection of user-defined intelligible formats of the 
sophisticated information using both a computer that has software suited to 
interrogating sophisticated information and a computer that is devoid of software 
suited to interrogating sophisticated information as taught by Alam to allow users 
without expensive software packages to access sophisticated data. 



In regards to claim 22, Ogawa discloses the receiving the request for 
response step further including the step of receiving a specifier security protocol 
for limiting supplier access to the data stored in the source file and wherein said 
providing the accepting supplier with access to the translated data step further 
includes providing the supplier with access rights to the information stored in the 
translated data according to the specifier security protocol (In one embodiment of 
Ogawa, validation is determined to be required by the sender before wrapping 
the file for sending, in order for the recipient to access the file the recipient needs 
a valid log-in and password, col 13 lines 14-31 , the provider can automatically or 
manually require entry of a log-in, col 13 lines 36-37). 

In regards to claim 23, Ogawa discloses providing the supplier with access 
rights step includes providing the supplier with a password access to the 
translated data (in one embodiment, a valid log in is required to access the files, 
col 13 lines 33-40). 
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In regards to claim 24, Ogawa discloses the translating step further 
includes the step of storing the specifier data into a non-modifiable file format so 
as to provide the accepting supplier with only that portion of the data contained in 
the source file that is needed for accessing the translated data in a user 
intelligible format (the source file is converted to a MidFormat file, col 10 lines 23- 
26, and Ogawa defines the MidFormat file as a translated data file for later 
translation, but the file itself is non-modified as it is translated into a new file type, 
col 5 lines 26-32). 

In regards to claim 25, Ogawa discloses the source file includes 
sophisticated information (the file can include a variety of formats of sophisticated 
information, col 8 line 55 - col 9 line 1 ). 

In regards to claim 27, Ogawa discloses if the supplier accesses the 
translated data, further including the step of notifying the specifier that the 
supplier has accessed the translated data (a provider history box is disclosed 
which lets the specifier see what files have been received by the supplier, col 6 
lines 4-6, also a transaction table is given that contains a listing of all processed 
transactions by a supplier, col 7 lines 3-4, once a translation is completed at the 
client end the transaction table is updated allowing the sender to know the file 
has been accessed, col 16 lines 54-61). 
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In regards to clainn 28, Ogawa discloses the providing access to the 
accepting supplier step further includes providing a secure communication link 
between the supplier and network server for download of the translated file and 
means for accessing the translated file over the Internet (the network may be the 
internet, col 11 lines 51-55). 



In regards to claim 29, Ogawa discloses the providing a network server 
step further including the step of storing in the means for data storage a registry 
of suppliers for receiving requests for response from the specifier, and wherein 
said step of notifying the supplier of the request for response includes notifying 
the supplier based on the supplier information contained in the registry of 
suppliers (a table is used to store the information about a certain supplier such as 
ID number and name, col 5 lines 61-65 and col 6 lines 40-43). 



In regards to claim 30, Ogawa discloses a method for providing a solicitor 
with a network-based service for securely communicating a solicitation to a 
plurality of recipients, the solicitor and plurality of recipients being connected to a 
server over a network, the information being generated by a software application 
and stored in a source file on the solicitor computer wherein a software 
application is needed to communicate the information in the source file in a user 
intelligible format for the recipient residing at the recipient computer, said method 
comprising the steps of: 

• Receiving the source file at the server (col 10 lines 14-17). 
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• Receiving recipient information at the server pertinent to the solicitation of 
the recipient including a text message for the recipient (the PrepServer 
receives the recipients Information including text messages for the 
required data files, col 5 lines 47-59). 

• Converting the source file, including the steps of packaging the source file 
information into a secure file (col 10 lines 23-26), 

• Providing the converted source file to the recipient (col 10 lines 27-42). 
Ogawa however lacks wrapping the secure file with an executable file wherein 
the executable file permits the recipient to access the information generated by 
the solicitor's software application without using one of the solicitor's software 
application and a separate software application, as well as allowing the selection 
of user-defined intelligible formats of the sophisticated information using both a 
computer that has software suited to interrogating sophisticated information and 
a computer that is devoid of software suited to interrogating sophisticated 
information. 

Alam discloses a system of data conversion that contains both these 
limitations. Alam teaches that the translated file can be wrapped in a Java script 
(wrapping the secure file with an executable) which allows a user to access a 
listing of suitable output formats for the information, thus allowing a user to use 
both a computer that has software suited to interrogating sophisticated 
information and a computer that is devoid of software suited to interrogating 
sophisticated information which in turn allows users without expensive software 
packages to access sophisticated data (col 20 lines 42-55). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify 
Ogawa to include wrapping the file in an executable as well as allowing the 
selection of user-defined intelligible formats of the sophisticated information using 
both a computer that has software suited to interrogating sophisticated 
information and a computer that is devoid of software suited to interrogating 
sophisticated information as taught by Alam to allow users without expensive 
software packages to access sophisticated data, as well as allowing users to 
view the files without a seperate utility program for viewing the translated file 
type. 



Claims 4-6, 8, 17, 20, 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Ogawa in view of Alam as applied to claims 1-3, 7, 9-16, 18- 
19, 21-25, 27-30 above, and further in view of Rappoport (US Patent 6614430). 



In regards to claim 4, Ogawa in view of Alam discloses sophisticated 
information, but fails to disclose the information is a mathematical model. 

Rappoport discloses a system of CAD file conversion that takes a CAD file 
of one format and translates it into another format. Rappoport teaches that a 
stored sophisticated data file can be a mathematical model (col 1 lines 42-58). 
Rappoport shows that it is advantageous to translate a CAD file, or a 
mathematical model, from one format to another to allow users utilizing separate 
CAD applications to be able to open the same sophisticated data file. 
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In regards to claim 5, Ogawa in view of Alam fails to directly disclose a 3D 
model being translated. 

Rappoport teaches that a stored sophisticated data file can be a 3D model 
(col 12 lines 25-38). Rappoport shows that it is advantageous to translate a CAD 
file, or a 3D model, from one format to another to allow users utilizing separate 
CAD applications to be able to open the same sophisticated data file. 

In regards to claim 6, Ogawa in view of Alam fails to directly disclose the 
file contains data generated from a computer aided design software program. 

Rappoport teaches that a stored sophisticated data file can be a CAD file 
(col 3 lines 58-61 ). Rappoport shows that it is advantageous to translate a CAD 
file from one format to another to allow users utilizing separate CAD applications 
to be able to open the same sophisticated data file. 



In regards to claim 8, Ogawa in view of Alam fails to directly disclose the 
unintelligible data includes vector-based numerical data which is used to 
generate screen images of physical data according to user-defined input. 

Rappoport teaches that a stored sophisticated data file can be vector 
based numerical data (col 1 lines 42-58, col 2 lines 10-14). Rappoport shows 
that it is advantageous to translate a CAD file, or a vector based numerical data 
file, from one format to another to allow users utilizing separate CAD applications 
to be able to open the same sophisticated data file. 
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In regards to claim 17, Ogawa in view of Alam fails to directly disclose the 
information for the recipient originates from a source file having data stored in 
one of a 3D model and a first graphics format and wherein the translating step 
includes translating a portion of the one of a 3D model and a first graphics format 
into at least a streamlined text format and a second graphics format. 

Rappoport teaches that a stored sophisticated data file can be a 3D model 
(col 12 lines 25-38). Rappoport shows that it is advantageous to translate a CAD 
file (or a 3D model in a first graphics format and wherein the translating step 
includes translating a portion of the one of a 3D model and a first graphics format 
into at least a streamlined text format and a second graphics format) from one 
format to another to allow users utilizing separate CAD applications to be able to 
open the same sophisticated data file. 



In regards to claim 20, Ogawa in view of Alam discloses storing the 
information contained in the source file into a non-modifiable file format step 
corresponds to storing the information in a file format compatible with a software 
application that does not allow modification to an input file (col 10 lines 23-26). 
Ogawa in view of Alam, however, fails to directly disclose the source file is a 
Computer Aided Design model. 

Rappoport teaches that a stored sophisticated data file can be a CAD file 
(col 3 lines 58-61 ). Rappoport shows that it is advantageous to translate a CAD 
file from one format to another to allow users utilizing separate CAD applications 
to be able to open the same sophisticated data file. 
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In regards to claim 26, Ogawa in view of Alam fails to directly disclose a 
3D model. 

Rappoport teaches that a stored sophisticated data file can be a 3D model 
(col 12 lines 25-38). Rappoport shows that it is advantageous to translate a CAD 
file, or a 3D model, from one format to another to allow users utilizing separate 
CAD applications to be able to open the same sophisticated data file. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 31-33 allowed. In regards to claim 31 , the prior art of record does 
not teach creating a first and second file from the source file, the file types being 
defined by the solicitor of the original source file. Claims 32-33 allowed as being 
dependant on claim 31 . 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-30 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

The amending of claims 1, 12, 21 and 30 to include the limitation of 
allowing the selection of user-defined intelligible formats of the sophisticated 
information using both a computer that has software suited to interrogating 
sophisticated information and a computer that is devoid of software suited to 
interrogating sophisticated information (paraphrased from claims 1, 12, 21 and 
30). The adding of this limitation required a new art search, as was 
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acknowledged by the applicant on page 12 of the amendment filed on April 5, 
2004. 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of 
time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire 
THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is 
filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory 
action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory 
period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory 
action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be 
calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will 
the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or eariier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to John R Brancolini whose telephone number is 
(703) 305-7107. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th 7am-5:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Glenton Burgess can be reached on (703) 305-4792. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status Information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
dlrect.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). ^^'^ 




JRB 



